
Survey reveals other kids 
are the biggest culprits 
for putting an end
to the Santa Claus myth, 
followed by parents themselves.

Leading childcare search site Findababysitter.com 
has today revealed who the culprits are, 
when it comes to telling children 
that the big man in red is not actually real.

The survey of 500 UK-based parents revealed 
that other kids topped the ‘naughty list’ by giving 
the Santa Claus game away most often (53%), 
followed by parents slipping up (14%), 
siblings or cousins (13%), media (12%)
 and Grandparents (4%). 

The childcare website’s research also asked parents 
what age they think children should be made aware 
that Santa Claus isn’t real, and the majority believed 
age 8-10 is the right time to stop believing (52%), 
with another 21 percent saying aged 11-12 years, 
and 14 percent said as young as 5-7 years.

Findbabysitter.com also asked parents what things 
people should or shouldn’t say or do 
to avoid giving the game away – the top five were:

Benjamin Suchar, 
CEO of Findababysitter by Yoopies.com 
and doting uncle 
shared his rationalev behind the campaign:

Findababysitter.com

53 % 14 % 13 % 12 % 4 %

reveals who’s been naughty, 
not nice!
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“ ”
“As an uncle, I’m always a 
bit nervous about saying 
or doing the wrong thing 

when it comes to the 
Santa Claus story hence 

why until now I’ve 
avoided the subject. For 

that reason, I was 
interested to find out 

what parents would like 
us ‘non-parents’ to do or 

say to keep the belief 
going strong. And now I 

know.

“ ”
“I was encouraged to see that teachers 

and childcare professionals were the 
least likely to give the game away (less 
than 1% of parents said they were the 

guilty party) – From my own expe-
rience, the best childcare professionals 
or teachers I had as a child were those 

who proactively tried to ignite my 
imagination.”
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1 49 %Never answer a child’s Santa Claus related questions 
- ask the child to tell you, by using their imagination

2 44 %Never assume you know how each family ‘does the 
Santa Claus thing’ everyone is different, 
so seek advice from the parents first, in private

3 24 %Never refer to delivering or bringing over presents 
check with the parent first

4 18 %Never ask a child for their Xmas lists 
ask the parents, 
as they’ll have already sent these to Santa Claus

5 17 %Don’t proactively mention Santa Claus 
– it’s a can of worms - 
the more you talk about him, the more the kids will ask


